
ADDERLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL – MUSIC CURRICULUM MAP – OVERVIEW OF ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

YEAR 1 
ILP TOPIC Dinosaur Planet 

 
Paws, Claws and 

Whiskers  
 

Bright Lights, Big 
City 

 

Zoom Moon!  
 

The Enchanted 
Woodland  

 

BIG IDEAS Comparison Investigation Significance Creativity Change 

SKILL PROGRESSION Skill Year 1 Create, select 
and combine sounds and 
rhythms using a variety of 
instruments, objects and 
the voice. 

Skill Year 1 Play and sing 
pieces of music, starting 
and finishing together. 
Skill Year 1 Describe how 
an instrument has been 
used to represent a 
sound, animal or object. 

Skill Year 1 Sing 
traditional songs, nursery 
rhymes and chants 
clearly. 
Skill Year 1 Play a range 
of rhythms and pulses 
and identify the 
differences between 
them. 

Skill Year 1 Create, select 
and combine sounds and 
rhythms using a variety of 
instruments, objects and 
the voice. 
Skill Year 1 Sing 
traditional songs, nursery 
rhymes and chants 
clearly. 

Skill Year 1 Play tuned 
and untuned percussion 
instruments and use your 
voice with awareness of 
others. 
Skill Year 1 Describe how 
an instrument has been 
used to represent a 
sound, animal or object. 
 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 
 
Listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music. 
 
Experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
 
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 
 
 

Experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
 
 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 
 
 
Listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music. 
 



 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Can I play a rhythm? 
How many instruments 
can I name? 

Can I change the tempo 
while I am playing an 
instrument? 
Can I sing in tune? 
 

Can I sing in time to a 
stready beat? 
Can I create sound effects 
for a picture or story? 
 

Can I write down my 
composition using 
symblos, pictures or 
patterns? 
Can I perform in an 
ensemble? 
 

Can I match instruments 
to sound? 
Can I say why I like a 
piece of music? 

COMPOSERS  Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. Can I name some instruments that are 
playing? 
Studying the composer, Vivaldi. 

 

YEAR 2 
ILP TOPIC Towers, Tunnels 

and Turrets 
Street Detectives Wriggle and Crawl Scented Garden Beach Combers  

BIG IDEAS Place and Space Investigation Comparison Materials Humankind 

SKILL PROGRESSION Skill Year 2 Listen and 
respond with movement, 
words and pictures to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music that 
tell a story. 
Skill Year 2 Play a range 
of rhythms and pulses 
and identify the 
differences between 
them. 

Skill Year 2 Create, select 
and combine layers of 
sound and vocalisations 
with awareness of the 
effect. 
Skill Year 2 Play tuned 
and untuned percussion 
instruments and use your 
voice with awareness of 
others. 

Skill Year 2  Use your 
voice with awareness of 
others. 
Skill Year 2 Play tuned 
and untuned percussion 
instruments. 
 

Skill Year 2 Create, select 
and combine layers of 
sound and vocalisations 
with awareness of the 
effect. 
Skill Year 2 Create, select 
and combine layers of 
sound and vocalisations 
with awareness of the 
effect. 

Skill Year 2 Sing simple 
songs and chants with a 
sense of melody and 
shape. 
Skill Year 2 Listen and 
respond with movement, 
words and pictures to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music that 
tell a story. 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music. 
 

Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 

 
 

Experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
 creatively by singing 
songs and speaking  
chants and rhymes. 
Play tuned and untuned 
 instruments musically. 
 

Experiment with, create, 
select and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
 
Listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 



songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 
 
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. 
 
 

Use their voices 
expressively and 
 creatively by singing 
songs and speaking  
chants and rhymes. 
 
Play tuned and untuned 
 instruments musically. 
 
 

range of high-quality live 
and recorded music. 
 
 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

What instruments can I 
hear? 

Can I perform with a good 
sese of beat and rhythm? 

Can I change the tempo 
and dynamics while 

playing an instrument? 
Can I write down my 
composition using 
symblos, pictures or 
patterns? 

Can I give reasons why I 
liked a piece of music? 

Can I recognise different 
genres of music? 

Can I compose a tune 
using three or four notes? 
Can I create sound effects 
for a picture or story? 

Can I recognise different 
genres of music? 

Can I sing in tune? 

COMPOSERS  Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. Can I recognise different genres of music? 
Studying the composer, Mozart. Peter and the wolf - Sergei Prokofiev 

 

YEAR 3 
ILP TOPIC Scrumdiddlyumptious 

 
Tribal Tales 

 
Gods and Mortals Urban Pioneers Predator! 

BIG IDEAS Comparison Investigation Significance Creativity Change 

SKILL 
PROGRESSION 

Skill Year 3 Use their voice 
in different ways, including 
using a loud or soft voice, 
and identify simple 
repeated patterns. 
Skill Year 3 Play or sing a 
part with increased control, 
fluency, expression and 
accuracy on tuned and 
untuned instruments 

Skill Year 3 Listen and 
respond to pieces of 
music written around the 
same theme. 
Skill Year 3 Recognise 
and describe sounds and 
changes in a piece of 
music using musical 
vocabulary. 

Skill Year 3 Listen and 
respond to pieces of 
music written around the 
same theme. 
Skill Year 3 Use their 
voice in different ways, 
including using a loud or 
soft voice, and identify 
simple repeated 
patterns. 

Skill Year 3 Listen and 
respond to pieces of 
music written around the 
same theme. 
Skill Year 3 Play or sing a 
part with increased 
control, fluency, 
expression and accuracy 
on tuned and untuned 
instruments. 

Skill Year 3 Identify a 
pulse in a piece of music, 
realising that two, three, 
four or more beats to the 
bar can be counted. 
Skill Year 3 Identify a 
pulse in a piece of music, 
realising that two, three, 
four or more beats to the 
bar can be counted. 
Skill Year 3 Improvise 
and compose sequences 



of sounds and vocals and 
record them using notes 
or pictures. 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM 
LINKS 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians. 
 
Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 

 
 

 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians. 
 
Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Can I sing with good 
dictation? 
Can I compose using eight 
notes? 

Can I recognise some 
orchestral instuments 
being played in a piece of 
music? 
Can I recognise some 
notes on the treble clef 
staff? 
 

Can I recognise crotches, 
quavers, semibreves and 
crotchet rests? 
Can I perform with a 
good sense of beat and 
rhythm? 

Can I use crotches, 
quavers, semibreves and 
crotchet rests? 
Can I express an opinion 
abourt a piece of music 
using appropriate 
musical vocabulary? 
 

Can I find a beat in a 
piece of music? 
Can I explain the temp, 
dynamics and duration of 
a piece of music? 
 

COMPOSERS  Develop an understanding of the history of music. Can I name some composers and genres of music from different eras? 
Studying the composer, Henry Purcell. Musical Oliver (1968) 

 



YEAR 4 
ILP TOPIC  

Potions 
 

Burps, Bottoms and 
Bile 

 

I am Warrior  Blue Abyss Misty Mountain 
Sierra 

BIG IDEAS Place and Space Investigation Comparison Materials Humankind 

SKILL PROGRESSION Skill Year 4 Listen and 
respond to pieces of 
music written around the 
same theme. 
Skill Year 4 Improvise and 
compose sequences of 
sounds and vocals and 
record them using notes 
or pictures. 
Skill Year 4 Identify a 
pulse in a piece of music, 
realising that two, three, 
four or more beats to the 
bar can be counted. 

Skill Year 4 Play or sing 
music from notation and 
memory, with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression. 
Skill Year 4 Improvise and 
compose sequences of 
sounds and vocals and 
record them using notes 
or pictures. 

Skill Year 4 Play or sing 
simple melodies from 
standard and invented 
musical notation and 
symbols. 
Skill Year 4 Use their 
voice in different ways, 
including using a loud or 
soft voice, and identify 
simple repeated patterns. 

Skill Year 4 Improvise and 
compose sequences of 
sounds and vocals and 
record them using notes 
or pictures. 
 

Skill Year 4 Sing songs 
accurately, both solo and 
as part of an ensemble. 
Skill Year 4 Play or sing a 
part with increased 
control, fluency, 
expression and accuracy 
on tuned and untuned 
instruments. 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and musicians. 
 
Use and understand staff 
and other musical 
notations. 
 
Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 

Use and understand staff 
and other musical 
notations. 
 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
 

Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 



instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
 
 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Can I recognise crotchets, 
quavers, semibreves and 
crotchet rests? 
Can I recognise a wide 
range of music genres? 

Can I compose a tune 
using eight notes? 
Can I explain the tempo, 
dynamics and duration of 
a piece of music?  
 

Can I rcognise and explain 
crotchets, quavers, 
semibreves and crochet 
rests? 
Can I sing a song with two 
or more parts? 

Can I begin to use some 
notes of the treble clef 
staff? 
Can I compose music with 
a recognised structure – 
beginning, middle and 
end? 

Can I perform with 
expression? 
Can I sing with good 
dictation and in tune? 
 

COMPOSERS  Develop an understanding of the history of music. Can I name some composers and genres of music from different eras? 
Studying the composer, Beethoven. Traditional tunes e.g. Pop goes the Weasel. 

 

YEAR 5 
ILP TOPIC 

Off with her Head Stargazers Alchemy Island 
 

Sow, Grow and 
Farm 

 
Pharaohs  

 

BIG IDEAS Comparison Investigation Significance Creativity Change 

SKILL PROGRESSION Skill Year 5 Use descriptive 
words and relevant musical 
vocabulary when talking 
about the elements of live 
or recorded music within a 
piece. 
Skill Year 5 Maintain a part 
within an ensemble when 
singing in a round or in 
harmony 

Skill Year 5 Maintain their 
part in a performance with 
confidence, accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression, and with an 
awareness of what others 
are playing or singing. 
Skill Year 5 Use descriptive 
words and relevant musical 
vocabulary when talking 
about the elements of live 
or recorded music within a 
piece 

Skill Year 5 Create a 
composition that combines 
layers of sound and 
vocalisations and shows an 
awareness of pitch, tempo, 
rhythm, melody and 
dynamics. 
Skill Year 5 Use descriptive 
words and relevant musical 
vocabulary when talking 
about the elements of live 
or recorded music within a 
piece. 

Skill Year 5 Use descriptive 
words and relevant musical 
vocabulary when talking 
about the elements of live 
or recorded music within a 
piece. 
Skill Year 5 Use musical 
notation to perform and 
write music. 
Skill Year 5 Create a 
composition that combines 
layers of sound and 
vocalisations and shows an 
awareness of pitch, tempo, 

Skill Year 5 Use musical 
notation to perform and 
write music. 
Skill Year 5 Compose and 
perform a short piece of 
music, using a range of 
musical techniques, 
including an ostinato. 
Skill Year 5 Maintain their 
part in a performance with 
confidence, accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression, and with an 
awareness of what others 
are playing or singing. 



rhythm, melody and 
dynamics. 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 
 
Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 
 

 

Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 
 
Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory. 
 

 

Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music. 
 
Appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 
 

 

Appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 
 
Use and understand staff 
and other musical notations. 

 
Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music. 
 
 

 

Use and understand staff 
and other musical notations. 
 
Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 
 
Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music. 
 

 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Can I recognise a range of 
genres (including from 
around the World) and 
describe their 
characteristics? 
Can I perform with accuracy 
and expression, showing an 
understanding of the 
context of the music? 

Can I explain the tempo, 
dynamics, metre, timbre and 
duration in a piece of music? 
Can I add lyrics to a 
composition?  

Can I read and play music 
from music notation? 
Can I recognise instruments 
played in a piece of music? 

 

Can I compose music with a 
recognised structure 
(beginnnig, middle, end) 
that shows the timbre and 
dynamics? 

 

Can I recorm my own 
composition using notation? 
Can I sing with correct 
dictation and in tune? 

 

COMPOSERS  Develop an understanding of the history of music. Can I name different musical periods?  
Studying the composer, John Adams and  Gustav Holst (The Planets).  Listen to Greensleeves, Rocket Man by Elton John and Space Oddity by David 
Bowie 

 

YEAR 6 
ILP TOPIC 

A Child’s War 
 

Frozen Kingdom 
 

Blood Heart  ID KS3 Transition 

BIG IDEAS Place and Space Investigation Comparison Materials Humankind 



SKILL PROGRESSION Skill Year 6 Identify and 
explain patterns and 
motifs in live and 
recorded music that 
provoke feelings in the 
listener. 
Skill Year 6 Take the lead 
in instrumental or singing 
performances and 
provide suggestions to 
others. 

Skill Year 6 Play and 
create pieces of music 
with a clear 
understanding of pulse 
and rhythm. 
Skill Year 6 Compose and 
perform a group score 
using a wide variety of 
timbres, textures, 
rhythms and motifs. 

Skill Year 6 Compose and 
perform a group score 
using a wide variety of 
timbres, textures, 
rhythms and motifs. 
Skill Year 6 Listen to and 
comment on a wide range 
of genres and musical 
styles using a broad 
musical vocabulary. 

Skill Year 6 Listen to and 
comment on a wide range 
of genres and musical 
styles using a broad 
musical vocabulary. 
Skill Year 6 Play and 
create pieces of music 
with a clear 
understanding of pulse 
and rhythm. 
Skill Year 6 Compose and 
perform a group score 
using a wide variety of 
timbres, textures, 
rhythms and motifs. 

Skill Year 6 Listen to and 
comment on a wide range 
of genres and musical 
styles using a broad 
musical vocabulary. 
Skill Year 6 Identify and 
explain patterns and 
motifs in live and 
recorded music that 
provoke feelings in the 
listener. 

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recallsounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
 

Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
Use and understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
 

Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 
 
Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
Play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression. 
 
 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and musicians 
 

BIG QUESTION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Can I recognise orchestral 
instruments and describe 
their effect on the 
listener? 

Can I recognise crotchets, 
quavers, semibreves, 
crochets and quaver 
rests? 

Can I discuss similaries 
and differences in  pieces 
of music and explain how 

Can I use correct 
technique to play 
instruments with 

Can I find the beat in a 
piece of music? 
Can I recognise a range of 
music genres (including 



Can I compose music that 
has a recognisable 
structure (beginnig, 
middle, end) that shows 
the variation in timber 
and dynamics? 

Cn I recognise notes on a 
treble clef staff? 

composers and 
performers achieve this? 
Can I create complex 
tunes, thinking about the 
audience? 

improved confidence and 
accuracy? 
Can I sing a song with two 
or more parts, showing 
confidence at being able 
to maintain tempo and 
pitch? 

from around the World) 
and describe their 
characteristics? 

COMPOSERS  Develop an understanding of the history of music. Can I name different musical periods? 
Studying the composer, Bach. Popular wartime children’s songs such as Run Rabbit, Run, It’s a Long Way to Tipperary and Pack Up Your 
Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag. 

 


