
 

  

 

                  What your child is learning this half term? 

 Summer 1: Pharaohs  

Creative Curriculum  
Children will be writing a mystery narrative about artefacts stolen from 
King Tutankhamun’s tomb. Children will read a range of mystery stories 

and analyse the key features, picking out vocabulary and language used to 
create mystery and suspense. They will also be writing a discussion text 
about whether it was ethical for Howard Carter to remove the historical 

artefacts from King Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
At Home: Discuss what are the features of a mystery story. Is there any 

mystery story that you know or that you have read?  

 
RMSE 

The focus of RMSE this half term will be Hinduism with our key question 
being: Do beliefs in Karma, Samsara and Moksha help Hindus lead good 

lives? Children will explore and reflect upon questions such as: Do all 
religious beliefs influence people to behave well towards others? 

At Home: Research the definitions of karma, samsara and moksha. 
 

Maths 
In Maths, children will be focusing on Fractions and Decimals. Within their lessons, 

children will continue to follow the mastery curriculum and develop their 
understanding of the topics, using a range of different mathematical devices to support 

their learning. Children will continue to develop their mental strategies and Times 
Tables through tests. At Home: Support children in completing their weekly homework 
as well learning their times tables and corresponding division facts off by heart using 

Rockstar Timetables. 
 

PE 
Year 5 children will be taught a range of skills across the topic of Handball and will work 
to develop their handball skills such as dribbling, blocking, shooting and keeping goal. 
Within their lessons, they will be learning how to play effectively in different positions 

on the pitch in both attack and defence. As well as this, they will be working to increase 
the power of their passes, moving the ball over longer distances. PE is every 
Wednesday and all children must come to school in their PE kits on this day.  

At Home: Encourage children to be active and to teach others the new skills they have 
acquired. 

Science 
This half term, the children will be covering the unit forces. 

Children will explore forces, gravity, air resistance, water 
resistance, friction and mechanism. They will look at the 

effects of water and air resistance through experiments and 
investigations. 

At Home: Research what forces, friction and gravity is referring 
back to their pervious knowledge 

 
 

Computing 
Children will create a media-rich class blog about Ancient 

Egyptians on Purple Mash where they can comment on blogs 
and respond to each other’s comments. They will be learning 
how to add audio, images and video clips from other websites 

using embed codes. 
At Home: Continue to read and comment on the Art, PE and 

Reading blogs.  

Music 
In Music this half term, children will explore Dancing in the Street. Children 

will explore two tunes and learn to improvise. They will look closely at ‘I 
Heard it Through the Grape Vine’ and ‘Ain’t no Mountain High Enough’.   

Music tuition will also continue across Year 5 where children will continue 
learning to play cornets and violins. 

At Home: Encourage children to share the new skills they have acquired in 
class. Children who receive music tuition must also practice their 

instruments at home. 

Art/DT 
 

For our DT focus, Year 5 will be looking at mechanical systems (levers and pulleys). 
Children will consider how ancient Egyptians created the pyramids and will explore and 

design different types of levers and pulley systems. Children to create a mechanical 
system so that they can use it to build a pyramid made up of sugar cubes. 

At Home: Visit the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery website and explore the 
Egyptian gallery through a virtual tour. 

  
 History/Geography 

Children will be learning about the early civilisation of Ancient 
Egypt and will explore their achievements in history. In 

geography – children will be using VRs for virtual tours of 
museums and famous tourist sites and attractions.  

 At Home: Practise writing in hieroglyphics. Challenge a friend 
or family member to work out what you have written.  

PSHEC 
Within PSHEC, children will be focusing on Article 26: Social security and 
help from Government. Children will focus on how the government help 

families and will compare the social security in another country to the UK. 
Additionally, Year 5 will be leaning about differences and similarities 

between physical and mental health. 
At Home: Discuss with children the importance of good mental and physical 

health. Create a poster for coping strategies for big and small feelings. 
 

Homework 
Spellings will be given out and stuck into their planners for the whole half-term, 

allowing them extra time to practise, along with weekly tests consisting of the spellings 
of that week. Every Thursday homework is set on Purple Mash consisting of Maths, 

English and Topic work. Children must complete their homework by Tuesday. Children 
continuing to use paper copies will receive the same subjects and must return their 
homework books to their class teacher by Tuesday. Children can change their home 
reader book as soon as they finish it. We encourage all of our parents to let us know 

how well your child is reading at home. Please regularly write comments in your child’s 
Planner. 

. 

Key Dates 
29th April 2021 – Memorable Experience (Dress Up) Day 
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