
   

 

What your child is learning this half term 

Autumn 2 Unit: Potions 

Creative Curriculum  
Our curriculum this half term will be focusing on “Potions” and 

magic. We will start by writing our own instructions about how to 
create a magical bath bomb and how to catch an ogre. We will then 
move on to learning about poetry. Using Macbeth’s ‘The Witches’ 

poem as inspiration, children will create a spell poem. Following on 
from this, we will be looking at narrative writing. We will compose 

our own exciting alternative endings to Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. 

At home, practise spellings sent home linked to the work covered 
in class. Make a cake that looks like a spider and write a set of 

instructions. 

 
RMSE 

Maths 
This term, Year 4 will be learning about multiplication, division, length and perimeter. We 

will also be developing our knowledge about using written methods to multiply and 
divide further. A larger focus will be placed upon using our multiplication and division 

facts. We will also be learning all of our times table using Rock Stars! 
 At home, support your child to think about different ways to calculate an answer. 

Encourage your child to use the key mathematical vocabulary and also to reason their 
answers. They must also practice and learn all their times tables in preparation for the 

new Year 4 Multiplication Check.  

Science 
This half term, we will be starting our unit “States of Matter”. In this 

unit, we will be learning about different materials and their 
properties. We will be focusing closely on the properties of different 

solids, liquids and gases. 
At home, encourage children to talk about the different states of 
matter of water. Ask them to think about how solids, liquids and 

gases are different to each other. 

The theme for RMSE this half term is Christmas. Children will be 
focusing on Christianity. They will explore the most significant parts 
of the religion, including the nativity story. They will develop their 
curiosity and knowledge, as well as having a deeper understanding 

about what Christmas entails for Christians. 
At home you could speak to your child about what he/she has 
learnt in RMSE lessons and encourage them to reflect on the 

lessons that different religions teach us.  
 

 PE 
This half term in PE, children will be learning about fitness through distanced learning.  
They will explore a variety of movements and exercises designed to increase the heart 
rate. They will create their own fitness plans and instruct one another to maintain their 

level of fitness. This will be linked to the School Game Values. 
At home, encourage your child to keep active by taking part in exercises at home or the 

park. 

 Computing 

This half term, our topic is ‘We are toy designers’ and we will work 
together to design a simple toy that incorporates sensors and 

outputs, then create an on-screen prototype using the 
program Scratch.  

At home, if possible, allow opportunities for your 
child to further engage with the Scratch program. Design a toy to 

make using Scratch. 
 

Music 
This year, Year 4 will continue to learn how to play 
musical instruments. 4S has started their cornets 

lessons; 4O are beginning to play the clarinets and 
4C are learning to play the violin.  

At home, encourage your child to explain the different skills they 
are learning and practise playing their instruments.  

 

Art/DT 
Art and DT lessons this half term will be linked to our Potions topic. They will research 
the role of an illustrator and design the cover of a Harry Potter book. Children will be 
designing, making and evaluating their own bath bombs and wands using different 

mediums. As part of DT, they will also make chocolate witch’s hats. 
At home, discuss the technique children used to create their wands and bath bombs. 

Have a go at making your own delicious chocolates. 

History/Geography 
The new topic for this half term is “Potions”. In this unit, we will be 
learning about how Potions were used in the past by people such as 

the Tudors. We will also look at early settlements and how the 
history has impacted on the naming of current cities in the UK.  We 

will also have a cross-curricular focus and create a fact-file/ non-
chronological report about famous alchemists. 

At home take your child to the library or research online and allow 
them to deepen their historical knowledge of potions and medicine. 

PSHEC 
Children will begin the term exploring Global Goals, but specifically 

Global Goal 2: Zero Hunger. Children will explore different diets 
around the world, as well understand the effects on the human 

body when there is a lack of food.  
Encourage your child to explore the importance of healthy eating. 
Continue to discuss COVID-19, lockdown and current topics in the 

news.    
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Homework 

Homework is now set weekly on Purple Mash every Thursday. Subjects include Maths, Reading and Topic, which will be due on Tuesday. 

 Spellings will be given out for the whole half-term to allow extra time to practise and this is located in your child’s planner. Spelling tests will take place 
weekly consisting of the spellings from that week.  

Children continuing to use paper copies will receive the same subjects and must return their homework books to their class teacher by Tuesday.  

Children can change their home reader book as soon as they finish it. We encourage all of our parents to let us know how well their child is reading at home. 
Please regularly write comments in your child’s Planner. 
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