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Adderley Primary School  

Homework Policy 

 
Why Is Homework Important? 

 

“Teachers set challenging homework, in line with the school’s policy and as appropriate 
for the age and stage of pupils, that consolidates learning, deepens understanding and 
prepares pupils very well for work to come.” Ofsted School Inspection Handbook, 
September 2015 

 
Adderley Primary School is committed to providing the best possible quality of education to all 
learners. To help achieve this commitment, our homework policy is designed to ensure that 
parents and carers can support children’s learning effectively at home. 
 
 
Aim of this Policy: 
 
To raise standards by helping, parents and carers to support children’s learning at home more 
effectively. 
 
Objectives: 
 

 To ensure that there is a consistent approach to the setting of homework across the 
school; 

 To ensure every child has homework that will consolidate their school learning; 
 To ensure that parents/carers know what children are learning at school; 
 To provide parents/carers with advice on how to support their children at home; 
 To ensure that every child has access to school reading books at home. 

 



Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Class/Target Group Teachers 
 

 The role of the teachers is to ensure that every child has homework set for them each 
week. Children should be set one piece of homework each week for Literacy, Maths and 
ILP (topic). The homework must be linked to what children are learning and should based 
on consolidating what they have done or investigating/information gathering about what 
they are going to learn. For ILP homework, teachers can look at the Cornerstone booklets 
for ideas. Homework must be personalised and should be an activity that the child can do 
at home independently but with adult support if it is available. 

 

 In addition, all children from Year 1 upwards will also receive weekly spellings and times 
tables homework; these will be tested in school on a weekly basis (in small yellow/blue 
books). 

 

 Homework will be given out once a week by target teachers as part of Literacy and Maths 
lessons, and by class teachers as part of ILP lessons. The plenary is a good time to do this, 
although teachers may wish to build the homework task into the main part of the lesson; 
but either way the homework must be explained clearly to the pupils. Homework tasks 
should be detailed on the weekly planning sheet. To ensure consistency, each year group 
should agree on fixed days of the week for homework to be set and returned (for most 
year groups, homework will be set on Thursdays and returned on Mondays), and this 
should be explained clearly on the Homework Contract in the front of the homework 
book. 

 

Homework Books 
 

 All children, from Reception to Year 6, will receive a homework book in which all 
homework will be recorded. Children should be encouraged to take care of these books 
and carry them to and from school in their book bags. A Homework Contract will be 
stuck in the front cover of the homework book, personalised for each year group, and 
this will explain the school’s expectations for homework. 

 

 The children record their homework in their homework book following the usual school 
presentation expectations. Teachers in the Lower Phase should stick the objective and 
the task in the homework book for the children. Children in the Upper Phase can record 
their objective and task themselves, but this must be done according to the usual school 
presentation expectations. Homework in the Upper Phase should be marked with the 
children present so that they can make any corrections they need to. 

 

 A sheet listing the high-frequency/common exception words and times tables for a 
particular year group (or child) is stuck in the back of the homework book to support the 
learning of spellings and times tables at home. 

 

 In addition to homework books, children in Year 6 also receive a school Homework 
Planner in which they should record all homework tasks set. This will encourage 
independence and help to prepare children for secondary school. 



 

 If a child loses their homework book, parents will need to purchase a replacement (£2.50 
per book). 

 
Homework Charts 
 

 When a child returns their homework, they get a tick or sticker on the A3 homework 
charts displayed in the classroom. Classes will have one chart for Literacy, one for Maths 
and one for ILP.  
 

 Children who regularly return homework should be rewarded following the Positive 
Behaviour Policy. 

 

 It is the class/target group teacher’s responsibility to ensure that children are regularly 
returning homework to an acceptable standard. 

 

Home Reading Books 
 

 Every child will have a home reading book which is changed regularly. Class Teachers and 
TAs are responsible for giving out home reading books during their class timetable times.  
 

 The books must be at the level the child is working at so that they can read it 
independently at home.  
 

 Children are expected to read with their parents for at least 10 minutes each day. 
 

 The book should be changed at least once per week, or when the child has finished their 
book.  
 

 The Reading Manager will identify home reading books for every class and guided reading 
books should not be sent home. 

 

Monitoring 
 

 It is the role of Heads of Year to monitor the homework being set in their year groups. It 
is important that they challenge class/target group teachers to ensure that children are 
completing homework regularly. Monitoring will be overseen by SLT at Year Group 
meetings. 

 

 The HOYs are also responsible for setting homework for the target groups they teach and 
their practice should lead by example. 

 
Parents 
 
Parents are offered lots of opportunities to improve the way they support their children at 
home: 
 



 The Homework Contract at the front of the homework book explains the school’s 
expectations for homework, and parents are encouraged to read and sign this; 

 The school runs a variety of parent workshops throughout the year; 

 At parents evenings, teachers advise parents on how they can support their children at 
home; 

 Pupils have individual Literacy and Maths targets which they can share with their parents; 

 Pupils are given home reading books at their reading level to support their reading at 
home. 

 
In addition to this, each half term the parents are sent an overview of what their children are 
learning. The overview describes what the children are learning across all subjects including 
Literacy and Maths. It also suggests activities and ways in which they could enhance their 
children’s learning out of school. 
 

Pupil Absence 
 

 If a pupil is absent on the day that homework is given out, the teacher should ensure that 
the child receives the work, either by giving it to a friend/relative to pass on or by giving it 
to the pupil when they return to school. 

 

 If a child is off school long term, the HOY will liaise with the teacher(s) to ensure that 
work is sent home regularly for the child. This is in line with our Attendance Policy. 

 

Holiday Homework 
 
Open-ended projects will be set during the Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays. In addition, 
one child in each class will be sent home with a disposable camera (or can use a digital 
camera/device at home) to record their holidays to share with the class. Parents are also 
expected to follow the curriculum overviews and continue to read at home with their children. 
 

Book Bags 
 
Every child must have a book bag when they start school. Children who do not have book bags 
should be encouraged to buy one from the Enterprise Hub. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Pupil Homework Contract 
 

 I will receive Literacy, Maths, Topic, Spellings and Times Tables homework every 

Thursday. I must complete it and return it to my teacher on Mondays. 

 I will look after my homework book and keep it clean and tidy. 

 I will use a pencil (or a handwriting pen if I have a pen licence) for writing and pencil 

crayons for colouring. 

 I will present my work neatly according to the school’s expectations. 

 I will learn my spellings every week for my spelling test (see high frequency 

words/common exception words at the back of the book). 

 I will learn my times tables for my times tables test (see sheet in the back of the book). 

 I will access online learning resources under the ‘Children’ section of the school website. 

 If I lose or spoil my homework book I will need to buy another one. 

 
Signed: …………………………………………............. (Pupil)              Date: …………………......... 

 

 
Parent Homework Contract 

 
 I will support my child with their home learning. 

 I will ensure they have a quiet place to work. 

 I will check my child’s work and encourage them to do their best, without giving them the 

answers. 

 I will listen to my child read for at least 10 minutes a day and comment/sign their home 

reading journal. 

 I understand that if my child loses or spoils their homework book, I will need to pay for a 

replacement (at £2.50 per book). 

 I will read any guidance given and attend parent workshops as necessary in order to learn 

how to better support my child at home. 

 I will allow my child to access online learning resources under the ‘Children’ section of 

the school website, making sure that my child is safe when using the internet. 

 I will speak to my child’s class teacher if I need any further advice or support. 

 
Signed: ……………………………………………………..(Parent)  Date: ……………………… 

 


