
   

 

What your child is learning this half term 

Spring One: Misty Mountain Sierra 
English 

Our curriculum this half term will be focusing on descriptive writing of our 
trip to the Malvern Hills.  The children will also be finding out about famous 
mountaineers such as Edmund Hillary and facts about different mountains 

to write a biography about the explorer.  
At home, encourage your child to carry out research about popular 

mountains around the world and mountaineers. Challenge them by getting 
them to use descriptive language to describe these mountains. 

Maths 
This term, Year 4 will be building on their knowledge and skills to do with 

multiplication and division, area, fractions and decimals. They will continue 
to secure their rapid recall of times tables as well as building on their 

arithmetic skills. We will also be developing our knowledge about multi-step 
calculations.   

At home, support your child to think about different ways to calculate an 
answer. Encourage your child to use the key mathematical vocabulary and 
also to reason their answers. Keep practising Times Tables with Time Table 

Rockstars! 
 

Science 
This half term, we will be starting our unit all about “Sound.” In this unit, we 
will be learning about sound travels and the structure of an ear. Children will 

also be carrying out investigations on how far sound travels.  
At home, visit the local library and try to find information about sound. Ask 

your child about what they can hear.  

RMSE 
This term, we will be learning about Judaism including their beliefs, their 

food; the significance of Passover and exodus from Egypt 
At home, encourage your child to talk about what they are learning and 

ask them to compare the different traditional foods.   

Physical Education 
This half term, the boys will be learning to play hockey, badminton and 
dance. The girls will continue with swimming and then join in with PE.  

At home, encourage your child to practise the skills they have learnt in PE 
lessons 

Computing 

This half term, we will be using online programmes to make different types 
of music. We will discuss how digital music is used worldwide. We will also 

be using our VR system to enhance the children’s learning experiences.  
With your child, discuss how they used different programmes to create 

music. If possible, ask them to show you at home. 

Music 
Year 4 will continue to develop their skills with the same instruments. 40 will 

continue to develop their keyboard skills, 4C will continue to develop their 
skills and knowledge of violins and 4S will continue to develop their skills 
with cornets. Year 4 will be working towards a concert later in the year.  

At home, encourage your child to practise their instrument, the songs and 
techniques that they have learnt.  

Art/DT 
This half term for Art & DT children will be using the Creation Station to 

develop 3D models of a mountain. Children will be learning to firstly sketch 
a famous mountain of their choice and work in groups to create a 3D model.  
Children will be creating their 3D mountain models using paper mache. They 

will also be adding paint to create interesting effects. Children will also be 
learning to weave using geometric patterns. 

At home, research different geometric patterns for weaving. 

History/Geography 
The new topic for this half term is ‘Misty Mountain Sierras’. In Geography, 

we will be learning to locate different mountains on the world map and 
learning to use eight compass points to describe the location of significant 
UK hills and mountains. We will also be exploring the different altitudes, 
different species that live within those altitudes and how they survive. 
At home take your child to the library and allow them to deepen their 

knowledge about reading maps and compasses to locate specific places. 

PSHEC 
This half term we will be exploring how every child has a right to learn. We 

will look at how education is accessed across the world; how it raises 
aspirations and individual liberty. We will also be exploring the effects of 

travel on our bodies and the environment. We will be investigating climate 
action and how travel affects the environment. 

At home ensure that your child can talk about how education differs 
around the world and how travel can impact our environment.  

Homework 
Our homework format will continue this term. The children will be given a 

choice of homework to complete at the beginning of term. They can choose 
which creative curriculum homework to complete each week. Maths and 

spelling homework will be set weekly. Children can change their home 
reader book as soon as they finish it. We encourage all of our parents to let 

us know how well your child is reading at home. Please write your 
comments regularly in the Planner. 

Spanish 

In this unit children will be learning to speak about their daily activities. 
They will learn to chant and write the days of the week and months of the 

year. They will also ask and answer questions using various verbs.  
At home encourage your child to recall their learning and the new words 

related to daily routines. 
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Key events: 

Y4 Times Table Parent Workshop 21st January 2020 

Visit to Malvern Hills 23rd January 2020 
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